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Summary and Recommendation:

This report advises Members of the following recent publications from Radioactive Waste 
Management Ltd:

1. The report summarising the responses to the Implementing Geological Disposal Call for 
Evidence: ’Working with Communities’ 

2. ’Making Sense of Geological Disposal’ –  A short guide to geological disposal

1. Background

1.1. Members will recall from previous reports that the ‘Implementing Geological Disposal’ 
White Paper published in July 2014 sets out the UK Government’s approach to the long-
term management of radioactive waste through geological disposal. The White Paper 
sets out three initial actions: 

 To carry out national geological screening
 Establish a clear framework for planning decisions in England 
 Develop a process for working with communities in a partnership approach to 

site selection for a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF).

1.2. Government launched a Call for Evidence in July 2015 as part of the Geological Disposal 
Siting process. This call for evidence focussed on the third of these initial actions; 
working with communities

2. Implementing Geological Disposal: Working with Communities Call for Evidence Summary 
Report

2.1 The purpose of the Call for Evidence was to draw together evidence and information on 
the processes for working with communities in the siting of a Geological Disposal Facility 
for the disposal of Higher Activity Radioactive Wastes.  

2.2 This topic affects all local authorities regardless of whether or not they host a nuclear 
licensed site.

  2.3 The questions posed in the Call were on four areas:
 How to define a community
 How to provide effective representation, governance and decision making
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 How to manage and disburse Community Investment
 How to deliver a test of public support.

2.4 Government were looking for three types of evidence:
 Case studies or anecdotal evidence
 Quantitative evidence
 Qualitative evidence

2.5 A report summarising the responses to the Implementing Geological Disposal Call for 
Evidence: Working with Communities has now been published. 

2.6 The call for evidence was open from 1 July to 4 September 2015, during which time 54 
responses were submitted including a Copeland Borough Council response.

     2.8 Implementing Geological Disposal: Working with Communities Call for Evidence 
Summary Report can be accessed using the following link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/505339/201
6_02_11_Call_for_Evidence_Summary_Report.pdf

3. Key Messages & Next Steps

3.1 The key messages emerging from the responses include:

i. Best Practice: The Government must follow best practice when designing a new 
process.

ii. Learn from the past: The Government should take into account the lessons 
learned from the previous Managing Radioactive Waste Safely (MRWS) process 
which ran from 2008 to January 2013. There were many references in the 
responses to the MRWS process with examples of what went well, and where 
there were lessons to be learned.

iii. Complexity of the task: The responses on how best to define a community 
highlighted the complexity of the subject. 

iv. Learn from international experiences: There were several responses highlighting 
established international projects in a range of countries, including Korea, 
Denmark, Sweden, Finland and Canada.

v. The majority of respondents linked their submissions and comments to case 
studies, written reports or academic research. 

3.2 The responses described in the report focus on the following key areas: 

 defining the community, 
 community representation
 governance and decision making
 community investment 
 the test of public support. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/505339/2016_02_11_Call_for_Evidence_Summary_Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/505339/2016_02_11_Call_for_Evidence_Summary_Report.pdf
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3.3 The responses to the call for evidence will be considered by DECC (now BEIS) during the 
next stage of policy development on community representation. 

3.4 The Community Representation Working Group (CRWG) made up of representatives 
from a number of relevant fields is providing support and advice to DECC/BEIS during 
the policy development process. 

3.5 The role of the CRWG is to support DECC/BEIS in assessing the evidence and to help 
address the challenging and complex issues that have been raised in relation to the 
processes for working with communities.

3.6 It is important to note that the call for evidence was not a formal public consultation 
and that is was intended as an opportunity to feed in evidence to the development of 
proposals.

3.7 It is our understanding that the consultations on both the planning and communities’ 
aspects of the Geological Disposal Facility siting process will now start in late 
March/April, though this is not confirmed.

4. Making Sense of Geological Disposal - a short guide to geological disposal

4.1 Radioactive Waste Management (RWM) is engaging in discussions to help build 
general understanding of geological disposal and the process to identify a site for a UK 
geological disposal facility.

 
4.2 They recently published a short guide to assist in answering questions that are 

frequently asked by stakeholders and members of the public. 

4.3 It is a working document and will be updated from time to time.

4.4 The guide can be accessed using the link below, it provides a basic introduction to 
geological disposal: a permanent solution for managing radioactive waste.

              ‘Making Sense of Geological Disposal - a short guide to geological disposal 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/590971/Making_Sense_of_Geological_Disposal_ENG_ONLINE.pdf

